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AN OPEN DOOR TO WORKSHOPS AND THEIR OWNERS
NO.153 NICHOLAS CHANDLER
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| icholas Chandler, fine furniture cabinetmaker and teacher for a number attractions it hasn’t been without a few
N maker and teacher extraordinaire, of years. But now he’s swapped the dull hiccups, not least of which was having
is living the life most of us can and drizzly drive to work through wet to leave his first (shared) Carmona
only dream of. Regular readers will Devon lanes for a leisurely stroll in the workshops just a couple of days before
remember him from David Savage’s bright Spanish sun down through the this interview. But now he’s settling into
workshops, where he was David’s senior narrow white-washed alleys of Carmona new basement premises (below a garage
to his new workshops in this “achingly run by an ex-pat), and desperate to get
A new piece in beautiful” Andalucian hilltown just back to work on a variety of exhibition
‘ development at outside of Seville. pieces. “At present, it's not so much a
Nici's workshope Nick left David to move to America, workshop, more a large black hole with
with the promise of a new life teaching a bench in it, but it’s shady and cool,
fine furnituremaking in a new college on  which is very important when you're
the West Coast. But unforeseeable working in summer temperatures often
problems unfortunately forced him to in excess of 40°C.”
abandon the New World for the old The plan is to turn this promising
again and “I headed for Seville to learn a ‘black hole” into well-equipped
new language and lick my wounds”. But  professional workshops where Nick can
you can’t keep a good man down for continue to ply his craft and also teach
long, and soon Nick was making fine students (up to three at any one time)
furniture again from a sketchbook the finer points of furnituremaking.
packed with ideas old and new. “Whether they're absolute beginners or
Though the move has its undoubted looking to learn advanced techniques,
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